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Kaikeyi plays a huge role in the Ramayana from being the mother of Bharatha to exiling Rama to the forest. And everything that she has done will be essential for the great Indian epic. 

One major role that Kaikeyi played in the Ramayana was giving birth to Bharatha. If we just think about it, she most probably wouldn’t have banished Rama to the forest if she didn’t have a son to crown. Besides, her son shows us all how to love your brother and to never to deprive them of anything. 

Another major thing that Kaikeyi did in the Ramayana was winning the trust and love of King Dasharatha. Kaikeyi got two boons from Dasharatha when she saved him when he was wounded from the battlefield. And from this, the king always felt closer and trusted Kaikeyi more than the other queens. As it says in the book, The Ramayana by Narayan, “Exhausted, in the evening, he sought Kaikeyi’s company for relaxation.” This shows that Dasharatha felt comfortable and relaxed around Kaikeyi and this is important because if he had felt these feelings toward any other queen, he might not have gone to her at the time when she for Rama’s banishment and consequently the whole Ramayana wouldn’t have taken place. Kaikeyi also portrayed some major traits/characteristics like being weak-minded, being jealous, being firm, and being trustworthy throughout the Ramayana that were very important. 
Another role that Kaikeyi played in the Ramayana was asking King Dasharatha her two wishes. I think that no other queen could have done what Kaikeyi did. The reason why I’m thinking like this is because of her firmness. Even though she was okay with Rama being crowned king at first, her jealousy towards Kaushalya was so strong that she didn’t even want to think about serving her once Rama became king and she didn’t care if she had to exile Rama to the forest. As it says in the Valmiki’s Ramayana by ACK, “Manthara’s words had the desired effect, for Kaikeyi was jealous of Kaushalya.” Also, Kaikeyi didn’t give in even though her husband, King Dasharatha, pleaded and pleaded for her not to exile Rama. I honestly think that Kaushalya or Sumithra wouldn’t have been able to see their husband suffer like that and would have changed their wish to something else. I think that it really takes a determined heart to see your husband suffer like Dasharatha did. As it says in the book, A Tale of Gods and Demons by Prime, “The woman’s heart was hard and his words useless.” This shows that Kaikeyi was determined and didn’t give up even in the face of her husband’s sufferings and didn’t give in to anything that Dasharatha proposed. 
Kaikeyi possesses good and bad qualities and the Ramayana could not have taken place if Kaikeyi was missing even one of these qualities. Kaikeyi is a paramount character in the Ramayana and her legacy will continue to live on for generations to come.
