No Work is too Small
(A squirrel helping create a huge bridge)

During Rama’s 14-year exile, the ten-headed demon, Ravana kidnapped Sita while Rama and Laxmana were hunting in the forest and took Sita to Lanka. To get to Lanka, Rama had to cross the 300-mile strip of the Indian Ocean, so Rama decided to build a stone bridge across it. So to succeed in this mission he took the help of vanara named Nala as he has ability to make objects float. 

After working many hours building the bridge, the humans and vanaras were exhausted. During this time, Leila, a squirrel saw them working. Squirrels back then were fully coated in the color brown because of which they were camouflaged in the wild and many creatures couldn’t see them and resulted in many squashed squirrels. The despair and grief of Rama and the Vanaras was visible to Leila because every time they tried to keep the rocks together they were floating away. 


Leila ran back to her family and friends on a nearby tree and told them what was going on. They all wanted to help but realized that they could not pick up and carry big rocks. During this conversation, Leila was watching the humans and vanaras having a hard time filling the many tiny little spaces between the rocks to keep them afloat and together. She told everybody that they could place small pebbles and sand in the gaps. 

Leila went and presented her idea to Sri Rama, which he thought was great. After his approval, the squirrels were filling the tiny gaps and crevices all over the huge bridge and tirelessly placing pebbles between each one of them. Rama was very proud and impressed with the determination and spirit of the squirrels. He picked them up and dragged his fingers smoothly across their backs leaving three striped lines. Rama did this because he appreciated how they helped create the bridge while they were aware of how small creatures they were. Now squirrels in Sri Lanka and India have three significant stripes that resemble Sri Rama’s love and appreciation for these tiny creatures and because of which these squirrels cannot get camouflaged and meet any unintentional accidents because of their striped skin.

Anything you do, small or big, with devotion, in never insignificant and yield positive results.
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